
Students arrived bright and early to 

meet their teachers and find their class-

rooms. We had lots of new little faces 

and the older students were excited to 

meet them and proudly introduce  them 

to our school. 

Zhangyu laoshi had worked with the 

rest of the staff to create 

an all school inclusion and 

introduction activity in the 

community room. New 

students were introduced 

to each other and the rest 

of the community in a 

game that lead to the development of a 

complicated ring symbolizing our    

connectedness as a community. Staff 

members introduced themselves to the 

students and joined in the activity. 

The playgound was a 

BIG hit. Bill's crew 

had added on a new 

play structure that 

acted as a student 

magnet at recess. Mrs. 

Erickson and Mrs. 

Angell's   

English room was a highlight of 

the day. Students loved the 

homey environment that invited 

them to read and write. The new 

Reading Room was a big draw 

as students grabbed a bean bad 

or a ladybug and settled down to read in 

Chinese. 

The end of the day 

came a little too 

quickly. 

The Northwest Chinese Academy provides an outstanding educational foundation 

in the true immersion of Mandarin language, fostering the total development and 

highest potential in the individual child.  

¶ To immerse children in Chinese language and culture as well as providing  

bi-lingual and bi-literate education so they are comfortable as responsible global citizens. 

¶ To provide a school environment that supports co-operation, creativity,  

resourcefulness and the love of learning. 

¶ To develop children who are creative, critical thinkers and self-confident in who they are. 

First Day of School 2010  
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NWCA is pleased to announced that the YMCA will be available to provide an after 

school  program for families needing childcare from  4 p.m. to 6 p.m. YMCA staff will be 

available for year round care, school year care, full time and part time.  Please refer to 

Stacyôs e-mail sent on September 17, for detailed information about the program.   

Hardcopies are available by the parent mailboxes. If you have questions contact Mrs. 

Patty Lemon. 

With the YMCA After School Program in place, we will no longer offer  in-service,  

winter/spring break camps.  If you need any care, register with the YMCA program. 

2010-2011 After School Programs 

Registration Fees: $50 for one child/$75 for two or more 

Monthly rates are based on the District Calendar as of September 2010.  

Rates may change. 

Level 1: Year Round Care: 12 month program that starts with the first day of school and 

ends with the last day of summer day camp. This package includes care on all regular 

school days, in-service days, Winter/Spring Breaks and Summer Day Camp. 

    $358 per month 

Level 2: School Year Care: This package includes care on all regular school days and in-

service days starting with the first day of school and ends with the last day of school. 

Full Time (4-5 days)  $281  Part Time  (3 days or less)  $197 

Level 3: Basic Care: This package includes care on all regular school days only. It does 

not include in-service or early release days. 

Full Time (4-5 days) $254  Part Time (3 days or less) $177 

Summary of the YMCA After School Program 

This year's Hong Bao Gala will have both a silent auction and a live auction.  

We've had our first significant donation: use of a ski house at Mt.Hood!   

We are looking for volunteers to help gather more donations of auction items. 

Do you own a business that could donate services or goods?  Do your neighbors or 

friends work for businesses that would donate an item and enjoy targeting hun-

dreds of people at our gala?  Is there a service or good that you're hoping we have 

at this year's auction? 

If your answer is yes to any of these questions, contact Kate Jackson 

(maxjax5@comcast.net) or Dwayne Boyce (dwayne@cornerstonesales.ws) and 

find out how to help the procurement team. 

Hong Bao Update 



P a g e  3  

Interns Joyce, Candice, Miranda and Emily joined NWCA for two weeks. 

The group of five are college graduates from different parts of China. 

They rotated through many of the classes and were a tremendous help as 

teacher assistants.  The interns  read stories, helped at mealtimes, led art 

activities, focused on Chinese conservation and reading with students. 

Students had the opportunity to practice their Mandarin speaking and lis-

tening skills with native Mandarin speakers, while the interns experienced 

working in an American school. 

We were fortunate to have them at our school, and we wish them a safe 

flight back to China.  We hope that we will have interns visit our school 

and support our program multiple times throughout this year.  

Thank You Interns: Joyce, Candice, 

Miranda, Emily and Jason 

T h e  W e e k l y  W i n d o w 

Through sunshine and rain, a group of NWCA families 

waved at the cheering crowd at the 2010 Beaverton Parade.    

Taylor was the expert banner holder.  Lucy and Mia melted 

hearts with their big smiles. Meanwhile,  Elliot rode his bike 

to scout what was ahead. Big thanks to Nick A. and Stacy 

for their moral support. 

Next year, we hope to have a decorated float/trailer. We look 

forward to your participation in 2011.  Stay tuned! 

Beaverton Parade 
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The Chinese Mooncake Festival, the third major festival of the Chinese    

calendar, is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth month. (September 22nd 

this year.) NWCA students (Kinder and up) marked this occasion by making 

traditional Mooncakes. 

Lu laoshiôs 4th and 5th graders prepared the dough for the other classes.   

After the dough sat for an hour, it was divided between students and the fun 

began! 

Students rolled the dough into a ball, flattened it and filled it with red bean 

paste. (A few were filled with honey instead of paste.) The filled dough was 

pressed into molds to create beautiful cakes. These creations were sent home 

with the students to be brushed with egg yolk and baked. The end result was 

simply delicious! (See below for a recipe to make your own Mooncakes at 

home!)  

         (Thanks to Charlotta and Sarah for supplying the info for this article!) 

Mooncake Festival g  ˱

T h e  W e e k l y  W i n d o w 

1. Mix lotus seed paste and walnuts together in a bowl; set aside. 

 

2. Sift flour, milk powder, baking powder, and salt together into a 

bowl. In large bowl of electric mixer, beat eggs on medium speed  

until light and lemon colored. Add sugar; beat for 10 minutes or until 

mixture falls in a thick ribbon. Add melted shortening; mix lightly. 

With a spatula, fold in flour mixture. Turn dough out on a lightly 

floured board; knead for 1 minute or until smooth and satiny. Divide 

dough in half; roll each half into a log. Cut each log into 12 equal 

pieces. 

 

3. To shape each moon cake, roll a piece of dough into a ball. Roll out 

on a lightly floured board to make a 4-inch circle about 1/8-inch thick. 

Place 1 tablespoon of lotus seed paste mixture in center of dough   

circle. Fold in sides of dough to completely 

enclose filling; press edges to seal. Lightly 

flour inside of moon cake press with 2-1/2 

inch diameter cups. Place moon cake, seam 

side up, in mold; flatten dough to conform to 

shape of mold. Bang one end of mold lightly 

on work surface to dislodge moon cake. Place 

cake on ungreased baking sheet. Repeat to 

shape remaining cakes. Brush tops with egg 

yolk. 

 

4. Bake in a preheated 375 degree 

F. oven for 30 minutes or until 

golden brown. Transfer to  

a rack and let cool.   

(Makes 2 dozens.)  

¶ 1 can (17-1/2 ounces) lotus seed paste 

¶ 1/4 cup finely chopped walnuts 

¶ 4 cups all-purpose flour 

¶ 1/2-cup non-fat dried milk powder 

¶ 3 teaspoons baking powder 

¶ 1/2 teaspoon salt 

¶ 3 eggs 

¶ 1 cup sugar 1/2 cup solid shortening, 

melted and cooled 

¶ 1 egg yolk , lightly beaten 

Mooncake Recipe 
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A great big welcome to Kai and his parents Hong and Matt !  

Kai joined Zhangyu Laoshiôs class on the 

first day of school and felt right at home. 

Heôs been having a great time ever since! 

Kai told us that his favorite toy at school is 

the train. He can also spell his name using 

the magnetic letters. When playing on the 

playground, youôll find Kai doing what he 

enjoys mostðclimbing up the ladder and 

sliding down the slide. 

Warm Welcome to New Families 

T h e  W e e k l y  W i n d o w 

NWCA is very excited to have Cecilia, Richard,  

Jared and Ethan join our community! Ethan had a 

little experience at NWCA before joining Donna 

Laoshiôs room. He attended a couple of weeks of 

summer camp with us. Ethan fits 

right into this group and has 

many friends. He told us that he 

really likes to read and that his 

favorite book is one about fruit. 

He also loves playing on the 

playground where he can run 

very fast! 

NWCA welcomed eight new families this school year.  We will feature two 

families each issue in future Weekly Window publications. 

The Davey Family 

The Tsai Family 
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Thank you! 
Bill C. and his dedicated crew for getting school ready 
for summer.  The Crew: Doug A., Jan-Erik F. , Lin M. , 

Aurora  O. , Andrew P. , Colin L. , Justice R. ,  
Brian S., Shari M., Julia L ., Harold S., Prem A.,  

Nora S. and Shane S. 

Zhangyu Laoshi for organizing the  

Chinese library over summer 

Bob P. for fixing our lighting  

Shari M.and Sarah M. for   

purchasing our school supplies 

Jennifer A. , Mark M., Ray C. and Julia L.   
for preparing our new books and  

learning materials for use by the teachers  

Theresa K. and Thomas K. for IT support  

Marisel for Spanish classes 

Lin M. for Lego club 

Victor L. for Chess club 
 

Theresa K.  

for helping out on picture day  

 

 

When the story of these times gets written,  we want it to say that we did all we could, and it was more than  anyone could have  imagined.     ~ Bono 
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